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YAKIMA COUNTY, WASHINGTON  
THE WEST COASTõS PROFIT CENTER FOR AEROSPACE & AVIATION COMPANIES!  

Mileage Chart  
From Yakima To:  

 
Seattle, WA  

 
145 

Vancouver, WA  177 

Portland, OR  185 

Spokane, WA  196 

Vancouver, B.C.  262 

Boise, ID  360 

  

 

[ Loyal, motivated, and skilled workforce   

[ Responsive, pro -business communities  
[ Versatile supplier base  

 

The Yakima Valley hosts a variety of companies that support Washington Stateõs 
aerospace industry.  Whether they make flight landing gear, aircraft interiors, or 
light sport airplanes, the regionõs aviation companies enjoy relatively low operating 
costs, special state incentives, and a cadre of highly skilled workers.   With  
affordable real estate options and sites available at the Yakima airport, our region 
offers expanding aerospace companies the room to grow and the resources they 
need to succeed. 

EXISTING AVIATION OPERATIONS  

Name Employees  Wages/hr.  Type 

GE Aviation 300 $15.00-$45.00+ Actuators, Landing Gear & Related Components 

PEXCO 80 $10.50-$28.00+ Aircraft Interiors and Extruded Plastic Components 

CubCrafters 75 $11.00ð30.00+ Small Sport Airplane Manufacturer 

McCormick Aviation. 10 $ varies Corporate Flying Service  

Horizon Air 6 $ varies Commercial Air Service 

http://www.ycda.com/
http://www.geae.com/
http://www.cubcrafters.com/contactus.aspx


 

"We have a well -trained workforce that provides a level of 
customer service that sets us apart from our competitors. Our 

productivity is much, much higher than our competition."  
 

Gary Griggs, Magic Metals 

 

Company  
 

Phone  
 

Location  
 

Founded  
 

Employees  
 

Products  

ASAP Metal Fabricators 509.453.9143 Yakima 1988 10-25 Sheet Metal 

Baldt Machine Works 509.248.1709 Yakima 1990 <10 Extruded Products 

Blueline Manufacturing Company 509.248.4656 Moxee 1985 10-25 Injection Moldings & Coatings 

Canam Steel 509.837.7008 Sunnyside 1975 75-125 Steel Buildings & Trusses 

Curfman Steel Corp. 509.837.4650 Sunnyside 1988 25-50 Rolled Steel Mini-Mill 

Custom Technology 509.965.9309 Yakima 1984 10-25 Metal Fabrication, Filtration 

GE Aerospace 509.248.5000 Yakima 1922 300 Hydraulic Actuators, Parts 

Farwest Fabricators 509.453.1663 Yakima 1983 25-50 Metal Fabrication 

Irwin Research & Development 509.248.0194 Yakima 1972 150 Thermoforming Machines 

M&M Fabricators 509.248.8890 Union Gap 1977 25-50 Sheet Metal, Stainless Steel 

Magic Metals 509.453.1690 Yakima 1985 25-50 Sheet Metal Fabrication 

Metal Benders 509.453.9921 Yakima 1988 10-25 Electrical Enclosures 

Stephens Metal Products 509.452.4008 Yakima 1937 <10 Sheet Metal Fabrication 

Yakima Quality Welding 509.575.8450 Union Gap 1987 25-50 Machinery Welding 

Yakima Steel 509.575.1570 Yakima 1977 50-100 Steel Fabricators, Rebar 

 

YAKIMA COUNTY METAL FABRICATORS AND MANUFACTURERS 
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http://www.mbiyakima.com/index.html
http://www.ycda.com/


WORKFORCE RESOURCES 

A Sizeable Labor Market  
Yakima Countyôs total resident civilian labor force was 
122,970 in 2008. The regionôs labor force fluctuates  
seasonally as a result of the regionôs significant agriculture 
industry.  The nonagricultural labor force is approximately 
80,000.  Over sixty percent of this nonagricultural labor 
force is concentrated in production, managerial, or techni-
cal positions providing prospective new employers a di-
verse skilled labor force to draw upon.  . 
 
Positive Employment Trends  
Yakima Countyôs total employment has grown five percent 
(7000+ jobs) over the past four years (2004-2008).    
 

Competitive Wage Rates  
Low prevailing wage rates are the norm for a vast majority 
of occupations when compared to the stateôs other urban 
areas or cities across the country.   In 2008 covered wages 
increased 4.5% and the regionôs average wage was 
$29,742. 
 
An Available Labor Force  
Recent layoffs in the manufacturing sector and significant 
underemployment within the agriculture industry combine 
to provide employers a significant pool of available skilled 
workers.   Yakima Countyôs youthful population suggests 
that businesses will be able to tap a growing pool of  
workers in the years ahead.  

Occupation   Mean Hourly  Annual Average  

Machinist  $19.11 $39,740 

Punching and Press Machine Operators  $14.08 $29,290 

Welder  $16.30 $33,910 

First Line Supervisors/Production Managers  $23.67 $49,240 

WAGE & SALARY RATES FOR SELECTED PRODUCTION OCCUPATIONS ñ MAY 2008 
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LABOR FORCE PROXIMITY MAP 

http://www.ycda.com/


Higher Education  
Over 22,000 people are enrolled in higher education in 
Yakima Countyôs colleges, universities, and vocational-
technical schools. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Workforce Skills Training  
Yakima County offers an extensive array of workforce train-
ing resources operated by the county, local non-profit or-
ganizations and private companies.  All these resources 

can assist in screening, 
training or placing quali-
fied employees for your 
business.  Many entities 
are experienced and can 
invest financial resources 
to develop customized 
training programs for spe-
cific business operations. 
 

Yakima Valley Technical Skills Center  
The center offers a variety of vocation programs to area 
high school students.  The Skill Center operates a  
comprehensive aviation technology program in partnership 
with local aviation companies.   
 
 
 

Yakima Valley Community College  
YVCC offers several degrees and technical certificates in 
food technology, agribusiness, and production manage-
ment.  The college also provides a variety of customized 
training programs tailored to meet the needs of expanding 
companies or key industries.   
 
Perry Technical Institute  
Perry is a nationally recognized 
private vocational school that 
actively supports local  
industry by offering  
degrees in industrial machining, 
instrumentation, HVAC systems, 
electrical technology and other 
technology.    
 
Pacific Northwest University of Health Sciences  
The Pacific Northwest University of Health Sciences 
(PNWU) will train 75 new primary care physicians per year 
beginning in 2008. PNWU is staffed by academic instruc-
tors and practicing physicians from both the osteopathic 
and allopathic professions with a student body soon to be 
near 280.  
 
Heritage University  
Heritage University is a private four year university.  Major 
fields include teacher education, business administration, 
and social science.  
 
Higher Education Center  
Central Washington University 
works closely with the Yakima 
Valley Community College to 
offer baccalaureate and ad-
vanced degrees from their 
branch campus at YVCC.   
 
 

EDUCATION & TRAINING RESOURCES 

Recent Enrollment Figures: 2007 -2008 

Colleges & Universities   

Central Washington University 9,658 

Heritage University (Toppenish) 1,295 

Yakima Valley Community College 10,800 

WSU Extended Learning Center 200 

Pacific Northwest University  
of Health Sciences 

175 

Vocational/Technical Institutes   

JM Perry Technical Institute 490 
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Education Center  

Education Completed  Percentage of Workforce  

High School Graduate 72.1% 

Some College or AA degree 27.0% 

4 or more years of College 16.2% 

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 

Persons 25 years of age and older (2007 Census American Community Survey) 
 

Perry Technical Institute  

http://www.yvtech.us/index.htm
http://www.yvtech.us/aviation.htm
http://www.yvcc.edu/
http://www.perrytech.edu/
http://www.pnwu.org
http://www.heritage.edu

